
Get Started on your Family Tree 

Raheny Heritage Society 



Its never been so popular.. 



Now is the time to start.. 

 Talk to Family 

 Parents 

 Grand parents 

 Aunts & uncles 

 Cousins.. 

 Get your hands on  

 Old photos 

 Old letters 

 Memorial cards 

 

 



System of Recording / Storing  



What’s in a name? 

 Surnames started in 11th / 12th Century 

 Surnames formed from names of  
 Ancestor 

 Place name 

 Occupation 

 Personal description 

 Name variations 

 Naming pattern 



Destruction of Records 



Destruction of Records 



Destruction of Records 



Major Sources 

 General Register Office Records 
 Census Returns 
 Church Records 
 Griffith’s Valuation 
 Tithe Applotment Books 
 Land Commission Records 
 Directories 
 Wills 
 Deeds 



Major Sources Continued.. 

 Occupational Records 

 Poor Law Records 

 Electoral Rolls 

 Estate Records 

 Grave yard records 

 Newspapers 

 Freeholders Lists 

 Etc 



GRO Records 

 State registration began 1/1/1864 

 Non RC marriages were recorded from 
1845 

 Annual alphabetical indexes & original 
Register 
 Birth Certs 

 Death Certs 

 Marriage Certs 

 



Census Records 

 Began in 1821 

 ‘Green Forms’ 

 1901 

 1911 



Census Records 



Church Records 

 Catholic Parish 
Records 

 Church of Ireland 

 Presbyterian 

 Methodist 

 Baptisms & 
Marriages 

 Often in Latin 

 Poor writing / poor 
condition 

 



Griffith’s Valuation 

 Carried out between 1847 and 1864 

 Recorded every landowner and 
householder in the country 



Griffith’s Valuation 



Griffith’s Valuation 



Wills 

 Collection of Irish wills destroyed in 
1922. 

 Collecting transcripts / other copies 

 CD-Rom available of the Index 

 ‘Calenders of Wills and Administrations’ 

 Picture of a family at a particular point 
in time 



Wills 



Internet 

 On-line sources 
 www.census.nationalarchives.ie 

 www.familysearch.org 

 www.askaboutireland.ie 

 Commercial sites 
 www.ancestry.com 

 www.originsnetwork.com 

 www.ireland.com/ancestry 

 

 

http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.originsnetwork.com/
http://www.ireland.com/ancestry


Finding & Using the Sources 

www.dublincity.ie 
www.nli.ie 
www.groireland.ie 
www.nationalarchives.ie 
 

http://www.dublincity.ie/
http://www.nli.ie/
http://www.groireland.ie/
http://www.nationalarchives.ie/


Displaying your research 



Displaying your research 



Displaying your research 



Join a Society 

Raheny Heritage Society 
 

Evening Lectures 

Seminars 

Outings 



Further Reading 



Magazines 



Get Going!  

 There is no time like the present. 


